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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University will welcome over 30 lettermen among
its 70 plus varsity candidates to the opening of spring football practice Monday
(April 1).
The Panthers, who are the state's winningest team over the past seven years
with a 62-23-1 record, were 6-5 in '84, and co-champs of the Mid-Continent Conference
for the fifth straight year.
The four week spring practice, a change from the normal 20 sessions spread over
a five week period, will culminate with the annual Blue-Gray game on Saturday evening,
April 27, at Charleston High School.
"If we have a lot of rain and lose several days we'll extend the drills into that
first week in May but we're hoping to practice everyday it's nice and conclude during
April," said third year coach Al Molde.
"We have a big job of evaluating our talent and fitting new people into our
offensive and defensive schemes," said Molde.

"We redshirted a lot of freshmen last

year and have about ten JC transfers . . . they'll all get a good look this spring.
''We're also going to look at ways within our one or two back sets to control the
ball better and use up the clock so that our defense doesn't have to be on the field
as much as last year.
said Molde.

We threw it so much last year our defense didn't get a rest,"

"Obviously this means we have to incorporate ways to run the ball

better."
For the first time since he's been here Molde will definitely know in the spring
who his quarterback will be in the fall.

Sean Payton (Naperville-Central), an upcoming

junior, should again be among the top passers in the nation after ranking No. 3 in
yards (3843) and No. 4 in touchdown passes (28).

An AP Honorable Mention All-American,

Payton set nine EIU and 16 Mid-Continent Conference records.
-more-

,.

EIU FOOTBALL
ADD 1
Wide receiver Roy Banks (Detroit-King), another AP Honorable Mention All-American,
will be the No. 1 target.

He set school and league records with 17 TDs for 1269 yards

and ranked No. 2 in 1-AA in those categories.
Gone is All-American wide receiver Jerry Wright and with him went a career record
2500 yards receiving.

"It's up for grabs as to who replaces Jerry," said Molde, who

declined to speculate on any leading contenders.

"Hopefully someone can nail down

that spot . . . that's what spring ball is for.

But certainly no one has a lock on

it now."
Two time MCC second team pick Tom Moskal (Lake Zurich) is the top defensive
stalwart.

A lineman, either playing inside or at end, he is the top returning

tackler with 95 total and led the team with 10 QB sacks and 12 tackles for loss.
Other all-league first team picks returning are 6-0, 235 offensive guard Bob
·Benning (Streator) and senior linebacker/defensive back Ed Nailon (San Diego-San Diego
City CC).

Two offensive tackles, three year letterwinner Del Pittman (Valparaiso, IN),

6-3, 275 senior, and second team all-league pick Steve Bonnes (Waukegan-West), 6-3,
245 junior, give the Panthers a solid corps of blockers for Payton's passing.
"One significant situation this spring is that we've got a bunch out with injuries
and everyone figures to be a factor this fall," Molde said.
Calvin Pierce (Robbins-Oak Lawn/Richards) had surgery on a thumb.

Shon McCray

(Springfield-Charleston) and Charlie Vinson (Monticello) each had "scopes on their
knees which had been operated on before," according to Molde, and center Tim Wyatt
(Phoenix, AZ-Phoenix CC) required knee surgery after "a freak accident on one of
those mini-trampolines . . • it's questionable whether.he'll be ready by fall."
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